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JAMES MILES AND SOME OF HIS 
DESCENDANTS. 

By Thomas Aixen Glenn. 

The following brief account of James Miles of 
Llanfihangel Helygen (the Church of St. Michael by 
the Willows), Radnorshire, and some of his descend- 
ants, is based partly on notes furnished by the late Mr. 
George K. Miles, of Pittsburgh, and partly on data 
gathered by myself. In placing the results of his 
researches in my hands, Mr. Miles expressed his desire 
that the information should be printed. After con- 
sideration, I am of opinion that Mr. Miles' wishes can 
best be carried out by the inclusion of the material in 
the Pennsylvania Magazine. The Miles family is 
traceable for many generations in Llanfihangel 
Helygen, and neighbourhood, and, in the sixteenth 
century, was of considerable importance, and probably 
of Flemish descent. 

Among that large number of Welsh emigrants who 
left their native shores in the last quarter of the seven- 
teenth century to seek homes in the province of Penn- 
sylvania, came James, Samuel (and Margaret his wife), 
Richard, Griffith, David and Ann Miles. James Miles, 
the father of Richard, Griffith, David, and Ann, was 
born in the parish of Llanfihangel Helygen, 1 Radnor- 
shire, 1622. He had a deed, dated 19-20 June, 1682, for 
100 acres of land to be surveyed to him in Pennsylvania. 
Authorities differ as to time of their arrival in Amer- 
ica; but the following would seem conclusive: 

(Pa. Arch. Sec. Ser. ed. 1893-Vol. XIX. p. 462) "Min- 

1 Llanfihangel Helygen, formerly written Llanvihangel Helygen, 
appears in Pennsylvania records concerning this family, including a 
Family Bible, in various forms. 
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utes of the Board of Property — of the Province of 
Pennsylvania." "Upon an Affid't made by Benjamin 
Chambers before a Justice that Sam'l Miles, who now 
appeared before ye Board, Came a Serv't into this 
Province to ye Society in the year 1682, [1683] 'tis 
ordered upon his h'ble Req't and Suit that a Warrant 
be granted him for his headland." (6 mo. 27, 1705.) 

James Miles brought a Certificate of Removal to the 
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting from the Bedstone 
Monthly Meeting, held "in the Parish of Llanvihangell 
Helygen," 1 Radnorshire, Wales, dated 5 mo. 27, 1683. 
It is not known whether his wife accompanied the party 
— nor her name. James was afterward baptized (as an 
adult) in the Baptist Church, as appears by the 
Pennepak records. Date of his death and place of 
burial unknown. 

Samuel Miles, son of James, brought a Certificate 
of Removal to the Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, from 
Redstone Meeting, Radnorshire, Wales, dated 5 mo. 27, 
1683. He married in Wales, 25th day of 4th mo., 1682, 
Margaret James (at the parish of New Church, in the 
house of Ann Thomas). He, and his wife (Margaret 
James, Spinster) were purchasers of land from Richard 
Davies, before emigrating to America. A Patent to 
Samuel confirming various lots, for 352 acres, bears 
date 5 mo. 6 day, 1705. Samuel and Margaret settled 
first in Philadelphia; but afterwards removed to 
Radnor. Their first-born daughter Thamer (called also 
Thamer James) b. 8 mo. 21 — 1687, was "the first white 
child born in Radnor." Samuel was baptized (records 
of the Seventh Day Baptist church of Providence) 6 mo. 
9, 1698, and died, 1708. (Abstract of Will, Penna. 
Mag. Vol. XV. p. 202). Will dated June 24, 1707; 
proved April 28, 1708, mentions as legatees: Wife 
(name not given), and children, Phebe, Tamar, Ruth, 
and two (not named), and testator's brother Richard. 
The widow was taxable in Radnor as late as 1715. 

Vol. XXXVII.— 16 
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Children of Samuel and Margaret Miles were: 

Tamar (Thamar, or James) b. 8 mo. 27 1687; d. 

mo. 27, 1770 ; m. 3 mo. 6, 1708, Thomas Thomas 

(son of William), Her dau. m. Nathan Lewis. 

Phebe, b. 4 mo. 20, 1690; (rem. to Haverford) ; m. 

2 mo. 13, 1715, Evan Evans. 
Buth, b. 1 mo. 28, 1693; d. prior to 1736; m. 11 mo. 
3, 1715/16, Owen Evans. 

Eiohabd Miles, son of James, was a purchaser (in 
Wales) of land from Eichard Davies, (deed dated June 
19, 1682, 100 acres ;— recorded in Phila., 1 mo. 12, 1684) . 
He also held 49| ft front on south side Chestnut Street, 
in 1683. In the above deed he is described as of parish 
of Llanvihangel Helygen, in the County of Eadnor, 
weaver. He married (by Friends' Ceremony) 4 mo. 
28, 1688, at the house of John Evans in Eadnor, Sarah 
Evans. The Certificate designates him as "of ye town- 
ship of Eadnor, Taylor." 

He was probably one of the Keithian Quakers, who 
later became Baptist. Eichard and his wife were 
baptized, shortly before 1701, (by William Becking- 
ham) in Upper Providence, and meetings were often 
held at his house. In June, 1706, a conference was held 
there by deputies from the Pennepak and Welsh Tract 
churches, to adjust some differences in ordinances of 
the church. Griffith and David Miles attended this con- 
ference. 

In April, 1711, the Great Valley Baptist church was 
formed, with Eichard Miles, Sarah his wife, and daugh- 
ters Joan and Jane, among the constituent members. 

"From this time on, he and his family were identified 
with the Baptists. His five sons-in-law were Baptists 
of standing and influence. After his death (or more 
probably after the death of his oldest son Eichard 
Miles, 1734) his widow Sarah seems to have gone to 
Plymouth township, where her son-in-law John Davis 
"of Plymouth" lived. 
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In her will dated October 6, 1750; pr. Aug 25, 1756, 
she describes herself as "of Plymouth." 

The will of Eichard Miles is dated August 29, 1713 ; 
proved Dec. 23, 1713. Signed with his mark "being 
Sick of body but of sound and perfect mind and 
memory." Witnesses: Thomas Thomas (husband of 
niece Tamar), Euth Miles (niece), and William 
Meredith. Eichard 's brother-in-law, William Davies, 
and John Powell "my Daughter's father-in-law" were 
to be Tutors and Guardians over the children until they 
became of age. 

Children of Richard and Sarah (Evans) Miles were: 
Eichard, m. Phebe Davis. 
James, m. Hannah Pugh (sist. Jonathan), dau. of 

David and Catharine Pugh. Constable in Ead- 

nor 1701 ; Supervisor 1702 ; Pat. 174 acres land, 

in 1703 (Oct 26). 
Evan, m. Mary, landlord of the "Unicorn," 

Tredryffryn. 
John, m. Eebecca James, (sist. Evan James) dau. 

David of Eadnor ; who settled there in 1682. 
Jane, m. John Davis "of Plymouth." 
Sarah, m. Eev Benjamin Griffith, b. "Llanllwny," 1 

Wales, 1688 ; emigrated to America 1710 ; half- 

bro. of Eev. Abel Morgan. 
Hannah, m. Jonathan Pugh, (bro. Hannah; — see 

above). 
Abigail, m. Eev John Davis, (Second pastor at 

Great Valley Baptist church). 
Joanna, m. Joseph Powell, (son of John Powell, 

named in Eichard 's will) ; he and Joan were 

constituent members the Brandywine Bapt. 

church). 

Children of James and Hannah (Pugh) Miles were: 
Enos, m. Sarah Pugh, 

1 Carmarthenshire. 
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Nathaniel, (Capt in Augusta Regt. at Ft. Halifax, 
Pa., with 30 men, July 1, 1756.) m. Hannah 
Jones, (sist. John "of Radnor" Gr. dau. Thos 
John Evan; arrived in Phila. Apr 16, 1682 — 
(30 weeks fr. London). 

Richard, m. Mary Pngh, 

Samuel, (Of Revolutionary fame — Mayor Phila., 
1790.) m. Catharine Wistar, 

Sarah, m. Samson Davis (her cousin) 

James, m. Susanna Rock, (he and Richard, his bro., 
rem. to Brush Valley, Centre Co., Pa., where 
Samuel held much land). 

Children of (Capt.) Nathaniel and Hannah (Jones) 
Miles: 

Sarah, m. George Siters (or Siders) 

Catharine, m. Meyers. 

Nathaniel, (Blacksmith by trade; resident of 
Tredyffrin & Vincent townships) m. Mary Frick, 
(descendant of Jacob Frick,) 
Children of Nathaniel and Mary (Frick) Miles: 

Rebekah, m. Moses V. Williams, 

Catherine, m. Willis Davis, 

Sarah, unm. 

Nathaniel (hi) m. Sarah Philips, 

Jacob, m. Dinah Walkinhood. 

John, m. Margaret Kelly. 

Joseph, (twin) m. Mary Ann Frits. 

Hannah, (twin) m. John Simes. 

Mary, d. in infancy. 

James, unm. 

Eliza M. m. Thomas J. Grover. 

Children of Nathaniel and Sarah (Philips) Miles 
were: 

Edwin, (twin) m. Susan Evans Jones, 
Emma, (twin) m. George W. Keiter. 
Mary, m. Lewis Heffelfinger, 
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Lewis, m. Isabella Innes Kinzie, 
Martha Frame, m. Thos Davenport Davis. 
Sarah, m. William Leonard, 
Catharine D. m. George E. Stiteler, 
Owen Philips, m. Hannah P. Shirk, 
George Baugh, m. Helen R. Yountz, 

Children of Edwin and Susan Evans (Jones) Miles, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Amanda M. m. James Buchanan Dewhurst. 

George Keiter, unm. 

Nathaniel, m. Jennie C. Overholt. 

Sarah Elizabeth, unm. 
Griffith Miles, son of James, (b. in Wales, 1670 — ), 
married by Friends' Ceremony, at the house of David 
Price at Radnor, "in a public assembly," 8 mo. 20, 1692, 
Bridget Edwards, daughter of Alexander and 
[?Bridget] Edwards, of Radnor, Pa. The subscribing 
witnesses were 30 in number, among whom were — 
James, Richard, Samuel and Margaret Miles ; and Ann 
Davis. 

Griffith Miles was baptized (as an adult) 1697 ; and 
Bridget in 1709 (Pennepak Church records) . Both died 
in 1719 ; she in Jan 'y. The will of Griffith Miles is dated 
Mar. 28, and proved in Phila. June 13, 1719. Many 
particulars concerning his branch are to be found in 
"Annals of Miles Ancestry" — C. H. Banes, 1895. 

Children of Griffith and Bridget (Edwards) Miles 
were: 

Hester, b. Sep 28, 1693. 

Martha, b. Oct 12, 1695. 

Margaret, b. Apr 9, 1698 ; m. John Carl, 1 

Griffith, b. Dec 3, 1700 ; m. 1721-, Sarah ; and 

d. June, 1727. 
Samuel, b. Sept 1703. 

* Some accounts state that Martha married John Carl. 
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John, b. Apr 26, 1709; m. Ann Davies, (dau. Mirick 
Davies ; and d. June, 1747. 

In his will (dated Mar 28, 1719) Griffith describes 
himself as "Yeoman, of the township of Bristol, in the 
county of Philadelphia. Griffith Miles' branch of the 
Miles family first settled in Lower Dublin township, 
Philadelphia county ; but, about the year 1800, removed 
to Bucks county. 

David Miles, son of James, was a witness at marriage 
of his brother Eichard in 1688, and at the marriage of 
James and Jane Edwards, in 1692, and at the marriage 
of "William Thomas and Elizabeth Philips, 1694 (where 
the names of Samuel, Griffith and Sarah Miles also, 
appear). He was baptized (as an adult) in Philadel- 
phia (as shown by Pennepak church records), 7 mo. 9, 
1697. 

The records of the Welsh Tract church show that 
David and Alice Miles joined that body in the year 1709. 
Her name appears as a witness at marriage of Phebe 
Miles (dau. Samuel & Margaret) 2 mo. 13, 1716, with 
Evan Evans. David does not appear to have been a 
purchaser of land, and no record of will or administra- 
tion has been found. In list of deaths among the 
records of the Welsh Tract church — the name "Dafydd 
Miles — 1710" is given, and in the graveyard of Penne- 
pak Baptist church a "very old piece of rough stone, 
with no date, bears the name D. Miles." Als Mils is 
among the signers, Feb 4, 1716, of a Confession of Faith 
(at Welsh Tract Church), showing that she survived 
her husband by some years. None of their descendants 
are known, other than "Niece Sarah Miles, daughter of 
David Miles" who inherited under the will of her uncle 
Eichard, — "one oack Chest wch is now in the house of 
my Brother in Law, William Davies." 

Ann Miles, daughter of James, (b. in Wales — ) mar- 
ried William Davies (or Davis) of Eadnor township, 
who came to America about the year 1685, and pur- 
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chased a lot on "Walnut Street Philadelphia, from John 
Jones. In the same year he bought a plantation in Bad- 
nor. He was originally, a member of the Society of 
Friends ; but later became a member of the Church of 
England. The first English services in the vicinity 
were held in his house. Afterwards in a log cabin built 
upon his plantation, which burned down early in 1700, 
and replaced by the present St David's Church, at Ead- 
nor. He was a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly, 
1712 and 1714. Later he removed to Caernavon town- 
ship (now Lancaster county), and the records of the 
Bangor Church shew numerous descendants. Ann 
(Miles) Davies died in 1734 ; William died 1739. 



